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SUBJECT: GOC ANNOUNCES POSTPONEMENT OF PROMULGATION OF LABOR 
CODE REVISION 

REF: SANTIAGO 4569; SANTIAGO A-94, STATE 170509 

1. SANTIAGO PRESS JULY 19 REPORTED STATEMENT BY LABOR MINISTER 
NICANOR DIAZ THAT PROMULGATION OF MAJOR REVISIONS TO LABOR CODE 
(PREVIOUSLY PLANNED FOR SEPT. 1 1, 1975) " HAS BEEN INDEFINITELY 
POSTPONED". DIAZ INDICATED THAT PROPOSAL WOULD UNDERGO INTENSIVE 
STUDY BY COMMISSION WHICH WILL INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF LABOR 
AND MANAGEMENT. 

2. JULY 20 "MERCURIO" QUOTED THREE MAJOR LABOR LEADERS' STATEMENTS 
OF PRAISE FOR GOC DECISION. 

3. COMMENT: DIAZ'S ANNOUNCED POSTPONEMENT IS REVERSAL OF HIS 
LATE JUNE AVOWAL THAT THE NEW LABOR CODE WOULD BE PROMULGATED 
ON SEPTEMBER 1 1 (SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF MILITARY COUP) WITHOUT 
POSTPONEMENTS. GOC CHANGE OF MIND MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY ALMOST 
UNIVERSAL CRITICISM OF PROPOSED DRAFT BY LABOR, BY RUMORED 
DISSATISFACTION ON PART OF MANAGEMENT, OR BY BOTH. REPRESENTATION 
ON STUDY COMMISSION WAS A MAJOR GOAL OF LABOR AND HAD EARLIER 
BEEN REFUSED BY GOC. AS POINTED OUT IN OUR A-94. DRAFT PROPOSAL 
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